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Preliminary Engineering

Feasibility Study
EIGHT TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES 
STUDIED ALONG SEVERAL 
ROUTES

Alternatives Analysis

THREE (3) LIGHT RAIL TRAN-
SIT ROUTES RECOMMENDED 
FOR FURTHER STUDY

FTA New Starts Application

A STUDY TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPACTS OF LRT ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND TRANS-
PORTATION FACTORS

Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS)

Final Design and Construction

OPERATIONAL

Station Area Planning

WE ARE HERE

PLANNING FOR STATION AREA DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A 1/2 MILE RADIUS OF EACH PROPOSED 
STATION

Final Impact Statement

W h e n  W i l l  l i g h t  R a i l  b e  h e R e ?
Th e  s o u T h w e s T  T r a n s i T way  i s  a n T i c i paT e d  To  b e  o p e r aT i o n a l  i n  2015.   Th e 
a n T i c i paT e d  s c h e d u l e  f o r  p l a n n i n g ,  f u n d i n g ,  a n d  d e s i g n  a r e  o u T l i n e d 
b e l o w:

h o W  c a n  i  g e t  m o R e  i n f o ?
sTay  c o n n e c T e d  a n d  g e T  a n n o u n c e m e n T s  a n d  u p d aT e s  f r o m  T h e  so u T h w e s T 
Tr a n s i T way  we b s i T e :

WWW.southWesttRansitWay.oRg

s t a t i o n  a R e a  P l a n n i n g
Th e  he n n e p i n  co u n T y  ra i l  au T h o r i T y  h a s  f u n d e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  s TaT i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g 
a c T i v i T i e s  i n  pa rT n e r s h i p  w i T h  T h e  c i T y  o f  ed e n  pr a i r i e ,  m i n n e To n k a ,  ho p k i n s ,  a n d 
sT .  lo u i s  pa r k .

sTaT i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g  i s  i n T e n d e d  To  b u i l d  u p o n  T h e  pa s T  w o r k  o f  e a c h  c o m m u n i T y .   Th e 
p r i m a ry  o b j e c T i v e s  a r e  To  l o o k  aT  h o w lrT r i d e r s  w i l l  g e T  To/f r o m  T h e  T r a n s i T  s TaT i o n s 
a n d  h o w d e v e l o p m e n T  paT T e r n s  w i l l  l i k e ly  c h a n g e  n e a r  e a c h  s TaT i o n .   sT r aT e g i e s  a n d 
r e c o m m e n d aT i o n s  f o r  e a c h  s TaT i o n  h av e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  r e s u lT i n g  i n  l a n d -u s e  p l a n n i n g 
w i T h i n  a  h a l f -m i l e  r a d i u s  a r o u n d  e a c h  o f  T h e  12  s TaT i o n s  i n  T h e  so u T h w e s T  Tr a n s i T 
co r r i d o r .

Th e  bl a k e  ro a d  s TaT i o n  i s  e n v i s i o n e d  a s  a  c e n T e r  f o r 
j o b s  a n d  h o u s i n g .  pr o p o s e d  l a n d  u s e  b u i l d s  o n  T h e 
e x i s T i n g  u s e s  w h i l e  e x pa n d i n g  T h e  o p p o rT u n i T y  To  i n c r e a s e 
h o u s i n g  a n d  j o b s  n e a r  T h e  p r o p o s e d  s TaT i o n .  en h a n c e d 
c o n n e c T i o n s  To  m i n n e h a h a  cr e e k  a n d  e x i s T i n g  pa r k s  a n d 
T r a i l s  a r e  p r o p o s e d  To  i n c r e a s e  a c c e s s  a n d  r e c r e aT i o n 
o p T i o n s .  m i x e d  u s e  d e v e l o p m e n T  w i T h  g r o u n d  f l o o r  r e Ta i l 
a n d  u p p e r  f l o o r  h o u s i n g  a n d  o f f i c e  s pa c e  i s  e n v i s i o n e d 
n e a r  T h e  s TaT i o n  a n d  a l o n g  bl a k e  ro a d  c l o s e  To  T h e 
s TaT i o n .   

W h a t  h a P P e n s  n e x t ?
pr i o r  To  lrT c o n s T r u c T i o n,  i T  i s  a n T i c i paT e d  T h aT  e a c h  c o m m u n i T y  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a m e n d i n g 
T h e i r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n s  To  i n c o r p o r aT e  s TaT i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g  r e c o m m e n d aT i o n s .  
Th e  p r o c e s s  a n d  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  pa rT i c i paT i o n  w i l l  b e  d e T e r m i n e d  b y  e a c h  o f  T h e 
pa rT i c i paT i n g  c o m m u n i T i e s .
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jo b s ,  pa r k i n g  a n d  a  s T r o n g  re s i d e n T i a l  ne i g h b o r h o o d 
d e f i n e  T h e  v i s i o n  f o r  T h e  bl a k e  sTaT i o n .  s e v e r a l  n e w 
sTreeTs w ill  allow for beTTer c irculaT ion wiTh in The sTaT ion 
a r e a .  Th e  p l a n  e n v i s i o n s  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  To  T r a i l s ,  pa r k s 
a n d  m i n n e h a h a  cr e e k  w h i l e  u p g r a d i n g  T h e  s T r e e T s c a p e 
a l o n g  bl a k e  ro a d .  su p p o rT i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e s  w i l l  s e rv e 
T r a n s i T  u s e r s  a n d  T h e  g r e aT e r  s TaT i o n  a r e a .  s p e c i f i c a l ly , 
T h e  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  T h i s  s T u d y  w o u l d  a l l o w  T h e  m a g n i T u d e 
a n d  s c a l e  o f  n e w  c o n s T r u c T i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :

Building Height Recommendations 
and Square Footage Summary (New Buildings Only)

Residential Development 2,078,850 sf
= 1732 Housing Units @ 1200 sf each (2 bedroom)

Commercial Development 20,200 sf

Mixed Use Development  537,585 sf
= 358 Housing Units @ 1200 sf each (2 bedroom)

Civic/Institutional/Office	 1,194,960	sf
	 =	3414	Jobs

Park and Ride, Ramp  250 Cars
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