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Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants Program
Grants Management and Administration, Sarah Breyette & Ashley Lee
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Hennepin County 

Youth Activities Grants 

Spring 2025 

Pre-Application Conference 

February 19, 2025
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The pre-application meeting will start at 10 a.m.

Please type your name, email address and 

organization’s name in the chat box.

Please mute your microphone.

Problems connecting? 

Email Youth.Grants@Hennepin.us



Meeting Logistics 
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Mute
Mute your microphone

Time
Time for questions after 

each topic

Ask
Ask questions verbally AND 

type the question in the 
chat.

Post
All questions and answers 

will be posted in an 
addendum in the Hennepin 

County Supplier Portal 
after this meeting 

Record
Meeting will be recorded



Agenda
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Program background

Spring 2025 grant opportunities

Application information 

Post-award contract details 

Reminders



• The Hennepin County Youth 
Activities Grants (HCYAG) 
program started in 2009.

• The program provides grants to 
local governments and partner 
orgs for youth activities.

• It is funded by the Twins 
Ballpark sales tax.

Program Background
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Grant Initiatives & Opportunities

• Sports Grants

• Play areas (facilities, playgrounds, play spaces)

• Sports equipment 

• Arts & Music Grants for arts and music programming and education

• Water Safety Grants

• Free or reduced-cost swim lesson grants, administered by the USA Swimming Foundation

• Lifeguard services
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Grant Eligibility

• Limited to Local Government Units (LGUs) in Hennepin County:

• Municipalities (i.e., cities)

• Watershed districts

• Park districts

• School districts

• Partnerships with other local organizations are encouraged 
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Spring 2025 Grant Opportunities
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• RFA Section 1.3 The Grant

• RFA Section 2.3 Evaluation 

Criteria 

Requests for Applications (RFA)
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Equipment Grants

The purpose of this grant 
opportunity is to increase 
opportunities for youth to 
participate in sports and 
recreational activities.  

A total of $135,000 has been 
allocated for Spring 2025.

Grants up to $10,000 are available.
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Eligibility

• The applicant must be a local government unit (LGU) located in Hennepin 
County. 

• The majority of individuals benefitting from grant funding must reside 
within Hennepin County.

• The equipment must be used and intended for kids age 18 years or 
younger, and/or be used by individuals participating in U4-U19 sports.

• Equipment purchased with grant funds must be used for youth athletic or 
recreational activities that take place in Hennepin County. 
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Eligibility (cont.)

• Equipment purchased with grant funds must reside and be stored in 
Hennepin County.

• Equipment purchased with grant funds must be reuseable and not 
intended for single use or kept by individuals. 

• Partner organizations and entities receiving grant funds must be registered 
with the Minnesota Secretary of State.

• Applicant may submit no more than five applications per RFA. If more than 
five applications are received, all applications may be considered ineligible 
and rejected as non-responsive. 
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Definitions
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Eligible Projects

Adaptive sports equipmentGeneral sports equipment
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Arts & Music Grants

The purpose of this grant 
opportunity is to increase youth 
access to art and music education 
and programming in Hennepin 
County.

A total of $300,000 has been 
allocated for Spring 2025.

Grants up to $25,000 are available.
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Eligibility

• The applicant must be a local government unit (LGU) located in Hennepin County. 

• The majority of individuals benefitting from grant funding must reside within Hennepin 
County.

• The majority of project participants must be ages 24 years and younger.

• Grant funded projects, services and programming must take place in Hennepin County.
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Eligibility (cont.)

• Equipment purchased with grant funds must reside and be stored in Hennepin County.

• Equipment purchased with grant funds may not be kept by individuals. 

• Partner organizations and entities receiving grant funds must be registered with the 
Minnesota Secretary of State.

• Applicant may submit no more than five applications per RFA. If more than five 
applications are received, all applications may be considered ineligible and rejected as non-
responsive. 
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Definitions
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Eligible Projects

Arts education 

field trips

Theater 

productions

Musical 

instruments
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Evaluation Criteria 

• Ability to generate measurable impacts commensurate with the 
public investment. 

• Demonstration of need for financial assistance.

• Degree to which proposal promotes equal access for all constituents 
of Hennepin County. 

• Degree to which grant funding will benefit populations who reside in 
areas that have been underserved.

• Degree to which proposed costs are reasonable and necessary. 

Hennepin County 20



Questions
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Application Information
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Materials to be 
Submitted

• Completed Application 

• Attestation Letter

• Supplemental 

Documentation 
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Where to Apply

• All grant information and application 
materials are on the Hennepin County 
Supplier Portal

• Equipment Grants Supplier Portal 
Event ID: HNCTY-GFP0000117

• Art & Music Grants Supplier Portal 
Event ID: HNCTY-GFP0000118

• All applications must be submitted 
through the Supplier Portal.

• Remember to register early!
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https://supplier.hennepin.us/psc/fprd/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL?_gl=1*1od6wdg*_ga*MjA4MzE3MjU0MS4xNjkwMjI1NTcw*_ga_DM0LW95D4D*MTY5Mjg4NTc3NS4zNy4wLjE2OTI4ODU3NzUuMC4wLjA.&
https://supplier.hennepin.us/psc/fprd/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL?_gl=1*1od6wdg*_ga*MjA4MzE3MjU0MS4xNjkwMjI1NTcw*_ga_DM0LW95D4D*MTY5Mjg4NTc3NS4zNy4wLjE2OTI4ODU3NzUuMC4wLjA.&
https://supplier.hennepin.us/psc/fprd/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL?_gl=1*1od6wdg*_ga*MjA4MzE3MjU0MS4xNjkwMjI1NTcw*_ga_DM0LW95D4D*MTY5Mjg4NTc3NS4zNy4wLjE2OTI4ODU3NzUuMC4wLjA.&


Event Search 
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Event Search 
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Event Search 
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Event Search 
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Event Search 
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Help Resources

• Supplier Portal help resources

supplierportal@hennepin.us

Phone: 612-543-5412
M-F, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

There are also tutorials on the 
Supplier Portal Help page to 
walk you through each stage of 
the Supplier Portal process.
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https://www.hennepin.us/business/work-with-henn-co/supplier-portal
mailto:supplierportal@hennepin.us


Questions
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Contract Details
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Grant Award Process

RFA Opens

(February 3)

Technical assistance (TA) 
sessions offered

(February 3-March 20)

Pre-application conference 
is held via MS Teams

(February 19)

RFA closes 
(March 31)

Grant evaluation and 
review occurs 
(April –May)

Award recommendations 
are communicated to the 

Hennepin County Board of 
Commissioners

(April-May)

The Hennepin County 
board votes to authorize 

grant awards

(June)

Contract negotiations with 
grant recipients begins

(June-July)
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Post-Award: Contracts

• Contract drafting, negotiation, and execution

• HCYAG Contract Manager & Program Staffs

• Grant agreements identify additional requirements including term 

lengths (1-3 years), site visits, reporting, signage, and grant budget
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Post-Award: Site Visits

• Site visits may be conducted for the 
following grant projects:

• Play areas

• Arts & music

• Lifeguard services

• Other projects, as needed

• Notify HCYAG of any special events 
such as ribbon cuttings, grand 
openings, or performances.
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Post-Award: Invoicing and Payments

• Cost-reimbursement contracts

• LGUs encouraged to create a 
system to track expenditures

• Complete custom invoice 
template provided and submit to 
Youth.Grants@hennepin.us with 
proof of expenditure and 
payment for budget line items
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Any final questions?
Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants, Sarah Breyette & Ashley Lee

Hennepin County



Ashley Lee, Program Administrator

612-543-4245
For questions about upcoming and existing grant opportunities 

Sarah Breyette, Program Manager

612-348-8172
For questions about an existing grant award

Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants 
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Youth.Grants@hennepin.us

https://www.hennepin.us/youth-grants

https://www.hennepin.us/youth-grants
https://www.hennepin.us/youth-grants
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