
Recycling 
Process 
Overview



What 
makes 
something 
recyclable?

It can it be collected.

It can it be sorted.

It can it be sold.

It can be used to make 
something new.



1. Collection



Types of recycling service

• Open hauling

• Businesses & multifamily 
(5+ units)

• Open hauling or organized 
collection

• City-by-city basis

• 1-4 units

CommercialResidential



How many trucks do you need?
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Common issues

• Food residue

• Shredded paper

• Plastic lined paper items

• Black plastic

• Inconsistent messaging



2. Sorting



M aterials

R ecovery

F acility











3. Selling



Recyclable material Percent by Weight Value per Ton
Aluminum 1% $820

HDPE natural 1% $710

PET 4% $195

Tin 2% $100

HDPE pigmented 1% $85

Cardboard 20% $85

Aseptic packaging <1% $23

Newspaper 10% $23

Mixed paper 32% $8

#3-7 plastics 1% $5

Mixed glass 23% ($15)

Residual garbage 5% ($63)





Regional Markets



4. 
Something 

New







What 
makes 
something 
recyclable?

It can it be collected.

It can it be sorted.

It can it be sold.

It can be used to make 
something new.



Recycling beyond the 
cart

• Special item drop offs
• Plastic film

• Ridwell, Terracycle

• City events

• Hennepin County drop offs
• Appliances, electronics, scrap 

metal, batteries, paint, 
mattresses, etc.

• hennepin.us/green-disposal-
guide



Questions?



Deep Dive: Plastics 



https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/plastics-material-specific-data

3 million tons 
recycled

5.6 million tons 
incinerated

Almost 28 
million tons 
landfilled

2018



Why is plastic recycling so tricky?



Graphic from: The New Plastics Economy
 Rethinking the future of plastics

Resin codes

• 1-7 in United States



Thousands of types of plastics



Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Plastic recycling: what’s accepted?

#1, #2, #5



Recycling prep



Plastic recycling: what’s NOT accepted?



Plastic film recycling

• NOT mixed recycling

• Clean

• Dry



Plastic prevention

Legislation Manufacturing 

and 

businesses

Personal 

consumption



Questions/Break
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