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Good Steward grant information meeting
Hennepin County Environment and Energy: Ellen Sones, Kris Guentzel, Kelly Sherburne, and Christina Schmitt

October 2023



Agenda

• Natural Resources Grant Program overview

• Completing the Application

• Key information in Application guidelines

• Grant Agreement

• Applying through the Supplier Portal



Other department grants

• Healthy tree canopy

• Aquatic invasive species

• Green Partners

www.hennepin.us and search 

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

http://www.hennepin.us/


Natural Resources Grant Program

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Natural Resources grant website

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

• Information about the grants by searching 
Hennepin County Natural Resources Grant: 

Hennepin County Good Steward Grant 

• Link to the Supplier Portal

• Learn about other projects funded on the 

story map by searching Environmental 

projects GIS story map:  
Hennepin County environmental grants  

https://www.hennepin.us/business/conservation/funding-assistance-natural-resources-projects
https://grants-for-environmental-projects-hennepin.hub.arcgis.com/


Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Good Steward Grant

Primarily for smaller projects 
that improve surface or ground 
water quality or quantity, 
enhance natural areas and 
promote environmental 
stewardship.

Natural Resources Grants

Opportunity Grant

Primarily for bigger ($50K) projects 
to help partners take advantage of 
opportunities to implement large 
projects that improve surface or 
ground water quality or quantity, 
or preserve, establish or restore 
natural areas.

Two types of grants:



Cost-share grant
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ergy • Grant funding can cover up to 75% of total 

eligible project costs

• Applicant contributes the remaining 25% 

• Cash; or 

• In-kind (e.g. volunteer hours for planting, 
education, etc.)

• Grant funds can be paired with other 
funds as well, but applicant must still meet 
25% match



Grant Eligibility

• Landowners

• Businesses

• Non-governmental organizations

• Local government agencies

• State registered non-profit organizations*

• *Non-profit applicants are not required to be registered 
federally as a 501(c)3 organization but must be registered 
as a non-profit with the Minnesota Secretary of State.

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Native Habitat Creation

• Restoring native vegetation

• Pollinator/wildlife habitat

• Woodland/prairie restoration*

 (*removal of invasives plants must be part 

 of comprehensive habitat establishment)

 

Good Steward Grant examples:

Protecting Water Resources

• Constructing rain gardens

• Stabilizing streambanks

• Installing vegetative filter strips

• Stormwater capture & reuse



Projects of interest: 
Protection of water resources

• Rainwater Cistern

• Reduction of storm water 
leaving site/localized flooding

• Capture & reuse (drip irrigation)

• Water utilization to grow plants

• Community art project by local 
artist

Common Roots Café Cistern, Minneapolis



Projects of interest: 
Protection of water 
resources

• Rain Garden Installation

• Diversion of storm water from 
street

• Removal of sediment and 
pollutants 

• Installation of deep-rooted 
plants to help with infiltration

• Increase in pollinator habitat

• Educational outreach

Residential Rain Garden, Plymouth



Projects of interest: 
Habitat Restoration 

• Woodland/Prairie Management 

• Management planning and 
mapping

• Invasive species removal

• Replanting with native vegetation

• Preservation of oak savannah

• Partnership with city of 
Minnetonka, Hennepin County, 
Univ. of MN, Friends Group, and 
local volunteers

Cullen Nature Preserve, Minnetonka



Projects of interest: 
Protection of Water Resources

Pervious Pavement

• Old asphalt parking lot replaced with 4,200 sq. ft. 
permeable pavers

• Infiltration cells below surface capture, store and 
infiltrate almost all storm water on site

• Capture and treatment of pollutants on site

• Mississippi WMO partnership 

Photo Credit: MWMO

Children’s Dental Services, Minneapolis



Projects of interest: 
Protection of Water 
Resources/Habitat Restoration 

• Shoreline Restoration/Floating Island/Rain gardens 

• Improve water quality 

• Removal of invasive species

• Decrease shoreline erosion through establishment of 
shoreline buffer/pollinator habitat 

• Conversion of traditional lawn to native vegetation

• Public education

• Nine Mile Creek WD partnership

Winchester Ponds, Bloomington



Eligible expenses

• Professional consulting fees, 

• Including for project 
development, design, and 
permitting

• Project materials and supplies

• Construction labor

• Inspection fees



Solicitation for Grant Applications

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application Guidelines

Google: “Hennepin County Natural Resources Grants”
Webpage: https://www.hennepin.us/business/conservation/funding-assistance-natural-resources-projects

https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_guidelines
https://www.hennepin.us/business/conservation/funding-assistance-natural-resources-projects


Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Solicitation – Important Dates

Closing date for all questions: 

November 1, 2023 at 4pm

Application due date: 

November 14, 2023 at 4pm

Link to Application Guidelines: https://www.hennepin.us/-
/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_guidelines

• Send questions to:

• Ellen Sones 

(ellen.sones@hennepin.us)

• Sarah Montgomery 

(sarah.montgomery@hennepin.us) 

https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_guidelines
https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_guidelines
mailto:ellen.sones@hennepin.us
mailto:.sarah.montgomery@hennepin.us


Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Evaluation and selection

Hennepin 

County uses a 

consensus 

decision-

making process 

to reach a 

funding 

decision

Application responses evaluated based on the quality of the response as well as:



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

General Rules

• Applications must be submitted using the Supplier Portal

• Questions, and any pre-application assistance, should be requested ASAP

• Try to avoid waiting until November 14 to write and submit your application

• Applications MAY be edited after submission, but prior to November 14

• County may submit an addenda based on applicant questions or another need

• Project funding not determined until final awarding decision

• Grant application will likely serve as main document outlining grantee 
expectations (if approved)



Grant Application

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application

Google: “Hennepin County Natural Resources Grants”
Webpage: https://www.hennepin.us/business/conservation/funding-assistance-natural-resources-projects

https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_guidelines
https://www.hennepin.us/business/conservation/funding-assistance-natural-resources-projects


Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application

Link to Application: https://www.hennepin.us/-
/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_application

Contact Information

• For application purposes only

• Grant agreement may include 

different information

https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_application
https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/environment/documents/natural_resources_good_steward_grant_application


Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application

*For project description:

• Be very clear on location, deliverables, and overall project goal(s)

• Submit any other available information (e.g. budget, design plans) as an attachment to 
the application



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application

Reach out to County staff for help responding to this question



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application

Reach out to County staff for help responding to this question



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application



Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Grant Application



Grant Application Review

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Name and date of presentation here, (include slide # if needed)



Natural Resources Grant Agreement

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Grant Agreement 

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

• Specifies scope of project and amount 

of funds to be distributed

• Designates Grant Administrator 

• Defines a timeline for project 

completion
Two-year period (Start Spring 2024 – 

Completion by December 31, 2026)

For an approved project, applicant must enter into a 

formal project agreement with the county.



Grant 
Agreement 

Provides a cost-share voucher 
form for reimbursement 
requests 

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Grant Agreement 

Final report 
submittal with 

project outcomes

Expectation that 
practice must be 
maintained for at 

least 10 years



Grant Agreement 

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Project costs that occur before formal County Board approval 

are not eligible for reimbursement!



Insurance requirements

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Proof of insurance coverage not needed to enter into a grant 

agreement, however, we strongly recommend that  

consultants/contractors carry the following insurance:

• General liability insurance 

• Employer’s liability

• Auto liability

• Workers’ compensation coverage



Applying for a grant in the Supplier Portal

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Supplier Portal Help Desk

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Supplier Portal questions 

Monday – Friday

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

612-543-5412

supplierportal@hennepin.us

mailto:supplierportal@hennepin.us


Questions?

Hennepin County Environment and Energy
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